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The big picture

So, is tape backup dead? Unfortunately not. Despite 
the advances of technology over the past years, never 
mind decades, some people continue to rely on tape 
alone to backup their data. Tape is, in some cases, 
considered as a secondary system but this is where it 
is not the main backup system and does not interfere 
with the main backup strategy.

Do you use tape? If so, why? Here are the pos­
sible answers.

It was at one point in time an acceptable if not cutting 
edge way of backing up data and was a long time in 
being superceded. This answer was acceptable some 
years back but the weakness of tape and strength of 
newer options have been available for some time.

It is the only affordable solution. This answer never had 
much credence. Tape is not cheap from a hardware 
point of view, quite expensive from a media point of 
view and very expensive from a management point of 
view. None of this however addresses the main cost of 
losing data and not being able to restore it.

We know it has been superceded for some time and 
are looking out for a solution. The acceptability of this 
answer depends on the lookout period. Everyday of 
inactivity brings you closer to depending on tape in a 
real data loss scenario. You don’t want to do that.

So, what can I replace tape with?

There are a multitude of superior options. Granted, 
many of them are relatively recent when considering 
how long tape backup has been around for. You may 
have looked at Disk to disk, N.A.S. or external Raid 
among others.

Ultimately, you should be moving to online backup. You 
can mix this to retain local backup or an element of 
local backup while removing the cost, management 
burden and unreliability of traditional backup systems.

Moving to online backup is not complicated. There are 
three broad online backup setup types.
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Single system move to online backup.

Individual standalone computers in a small or home 
office require online backup application software. 
Generally these types of setup would never have had 
tape and the migration is less fraught as they are 
moving from effectively no backup (usb key drives etc) 
to state of the art systems.

Small medium enterprise move from tape backup 
to online backup or addition of online to tape 
backup.

For a S.M.E. you would typically install software on 
servers and mission critical systems and these would 
backup lesser systems through the network.

Corporate / Enterprise online backup implemen­
tation.

It is rare now for corporations to use tape on an enter­
prise level but it may be found in sub office level or for 
less critical data archives. Corporations would gener­
ally be better of going for online backup. Online backup 
allows all backups to take place on all linked systems 
through one consistent interface.This allows what 
would previously have been a major enterprise wide 
install to be managed at internal I.T. level with a 
minimum of interference whilst allowing for non inter­
ruptive outside support.

Conclusion of tape backup versus more modern 
options.

Tape backup has held out for a long time but no longer 
offers the level of functionality, flexibility and reliability of 
online backup.

if you have read this article to this point then the 
likelihood is that you are a tape backup user. Outside of 
the scare mongering you will see all over the internet 
regarding tape being the dinosaur of data backup, you 
need to reevaluate your entire data management 
approach as a tape system not alone offers weak 
backup but limits the retention and indexing capability 
and ease of verification. Remember that backup is one 
of the few non recursive areas of information technol­
ogy. Do not wait until it is too late. 
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